
 

 
 

Fiscal Policy and Dialogue  
in Latin America and the Caribbean 

 

The LAC Fiscal Initiative 

Partners 
 

The LAC Fiscal Initiative integrates 
its work in close co-operation with 
other key regional tax 
administration and public policy 
evaluation organisations working in 
the LAC region, such as CIAT, 
ECLAC and the IDB, although 
others like ÌFC, IMF, the European 
Union’s Eurosocial Programme, and 
the Spanish Institute for Fiscal 
Studies provides invaluable input. 

 
The Initiative also strengthens the 
Development Centre’s current 
collaboration with research centres 
and other leading international 
organisations active in the region, 
such as BNDES, CABEI, CAF, ECLAC, 
IDB, IBRD, OAS, SEGIB and UNDP. 

Objectives and Instruments 
 
 Fostering evidence-based fiscal policy dialogue 
 Forum for discussion: exchange of practical experiences 

and insights into alternative policies and administrative 
approaches, as well as analytical tools, data and 
analysis, among senior fiscal policy experts from LAC 
and OECD countries. 

 Internationally comparable databases (statistics) on tax 
levels and tax structures of LAC countries, and other 
comparable tax burden indicators. 

 Analytical documents. 
 

 Strengthening capacity for fiscal policy analysis and 
assessment: 
  Capacity building workshops. 
 

 Providing assistance in the design and implementation 
of fiscal reform measures 
 Demand driven. Policy formulation, legislative 

development, implementation and monitoring of reforms. 

Did you know…? 
 

The next  
LAC Tax Policy Forum  

will be held in  
Mexico City  

on  
3-4 July 2014 

www.oecd.org/tax/lacfiscal                                                February 2014 

The OECD’s Latin American and Caribbean (LAC) Initiative fosters policy dialogue and peer review in the 
LAC region. It covers fiscal, investment, public governance and innovation policies. This document 
describes the fiscal pillar of the Initiative, which aims to improve taxation and public expenditure 
policies in the region to support economic growth and income redistribution. 

General overview 
  
 Demand driven programme that attends 

to the specific needs of LAC  
countries on fiscal policy issues, 
combining both regional and  
country by country approaches. 

 Unique opportunity for LAC countries  
to engage in dialogue with experts from the 
relevant OECD Committees and other key 
regional organisations on fiscal policy issues. 

 
 Financed by voluntary contributions from OECD 

and participating countries. 
 



What does the LAC Fiscal Initiative have to offer? 

The vision of the LAC Fiscal Network is to continue to provide a Forum for discussion among policymakers, complemented by 
technical events (e.g. on Tax Policy Modelling, Micro-simulation workshops, Fiscal Federalism, taxation of Non Residents, 
Corporate Income Tax policy, etc.) and analytical papers. 

The Network will be further enhanced by two other publications (given that sufficient funding is secured): Taxing Wages in 
Latin America, and Consumption Tax Trends in Latin America, which will provide further internationally comparable tax 
indicators for LAC (e.g. effective tax rates on labour, capital and consumption). 
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1) Fostering evidence-based fiscal policy dialogue: 

a) LAC Tax Policy Forum 
• Next meeting: Mexico, 3-4 July 2014 
• Launched in Panama in 2010, followed by Colombia in July 2012, this Forum is one of 

the main streams of work that aims to foster dialogue on key tax policy issues for the 
region. 

• The third meeting was held in Uruguay on 4-5 July 2013 and focused on practical 
country experiences in the use of the tax system as a mechanism to reduce inequalities. 

 

b) Revenue Statistics in Latin America 
• Joint annual publication CIAT-ECLAC-OECD. 

• Data from 1990 to 2012 on tax levels and tax structures for 18 representative countries of 
the region, including data at sub-national government level. 

• Allows LAC-LAC comparisons and also LAC-OECD comparisons (OECD Revenue Statistics 
methodology) facilitating fiscal policy dialogue and the assessment of alternative fiscal 
reforms. 

• The 3rd edition was released in Santiago de Chile on 20 January 2014 and is 
available to buy from the OECD Online Bookshop 

• An interactive web platform has been developed: www.latameconomy.org 
 

c) Analytical documents [all available on the OECD web-site]  

• Fiscal Policy in Latin America  

• Taxation and More Representation 

• Making reform happen in Colombia: the process of regional transfer reform 

• Fiscal Policy for Development in the Dominican Republic 
 

2) Strengthening capacity for analysis and assessment.  

 Workshops in the Multilateral Tax Centre in Mexico in 2014: 

• Comprehensive tax treaties, 7—1 April [with CIAT] 
• Tax expenditure and investment, 7—11 July [with CIAT] 
• International Tax Avoidance, 29 Sept.—3 October 
• Train the Trainers: transfer pricing, 27—31 October 
• Taking advantage of the Multilateral Assistance Convention and Automatic Exchange of 

Information, 1—5 December 

3) Providing fiscal policy assistance with the design and implementation of fiscal 
reform measures: 

• Two LAC countries have been assisted in the process of reform of their fiscal rules and tax 
reform 

Strengthening the LAC Fiscal Network 

http://www.oecd.org/ctp/tax-policy/inauguralmeetingofthelactaxpolicyforum.htm
http://www.latameconomy.org/
http://www.oecd.org/tax/revenuestatistics2012edition.htm
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